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Mr. wil11a\1\ P. Caton
Act-ins Secntaqr
Pederal Communica~ion. Cammi••ion
1919 M Street, N.W. aoom 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Attn a Private wl~ele•• Dlvillioa.
Wireless T8l.cammunication. Bureau

Be: PR pocket NQ. 92~235

Dear Mr. Caton,

RECEIVED

fEB.:J1..19914

The Washington SuburJ)an Sanitary Commiaaion is plea.tId to have the
opportunity to sUbm1t ccmments in response to the ICC 18 Public
Notice, DA 9'7-206, c!a~.cl Januaxy 28, 199', regarding plans to
consolidate the current Part: 90 Radio Servia... Aa a larga public
service utility with a significant investment in and d.pendence on
communications infrastructure, we wish to express our thoughts,
concerns, on4 rec~t.1on6 on tllis topic.

The Washington Suburban Sanitary commission. established in 1918,
provides water and .astevater ••n1c88 to over 1.5 million peoPl••
OUr 1000 square 1I\11e service area enc~I'.. the tIWo Muyland
Counties EJurrounding the Nations capit.al, MoDtgomery .m1 prince
Georges. To meet our cuetomars' expectacion., ~be .SIC operate.
and mainta1na approximately 200 facilities, including water and
wastewater storage facilities, puurg1ng stations and treatment
plants.

Operation of remote facilities and caardinaeicm. o! peraonnal
requires enormoua inv••tment in wirele.. tedmOlogy and availlltJle
.pectrum resource. to proviCS. safe and reliable puba.ic utility
.erviae ~ The wsse operates and maintaina approxi_t.ly 700 mobile
anel 600 portable radio uni~. and 600 pagan for the ••t.t:y aA4
coordination of field perlonnel. Almost all remote f.o11iti.. UtI
equipped with either microwave or Multiple~•• Radio Sy8tetD8 to
.seist in tlyetem &utomaticm and supervision. w1ehcue ava11a!)J.e and
protect.ed apectrua, providillg c!epenc1able aDCl ¥'••pcms:l.b1e wat.er cmd
w••tewater ••nices vault! not be poI.U,le.

After care~ul conaideratian ot the Indultrial Tel.communication.
As.ociation-. two-poo1 con.olidatioD propoaal, and ~Utiliti••
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TalecOIIIIlU11ications Cauneil'. thr••-pOOl propo.a1, we )uLva zoeache4
the following cODcl~101U11

1. J)ue to the d~c1 for spectrum in conge.ted •••• ancS the
uneven di.tribueiOA of avai1able frequencl.. in pa~~cul.~ radio
services througbcut the country, and difficulti.. encountered
attempting to obtain an inter.ervice sharing arrangeMnt with .ome
coordinators, conSOlidation of the radio ••rvices i8 lOn9 overdue.

2. Spaotrum .b.crulc! be protected in a priozoit.isect !aabl~on J)a.e4 on
the eligibles- potential impact on the population wi~n regard to
the preservation of human life or property.

3. The ITA "blueprint" lacks appropriate proteetiOlD. for radio
service eligibl.. whom have responsibility for the safety and
protection ot the ma.1 public.

4 . We generally concur with and .upport the comments and
proposals filed by the UTe on January 28. 1997, and encourage the
FCC to adopt II. cOI1ltolidacicn structure similar to the U'fC proposals
and reject the ITA ewo-pool plan.

S. While we consider the trre three-pool plan to :be the long-term
answer to solving most spectrum coordination probleu, we also
believe that too little emphasis has been placed on stUdying an~
narrowing the eligibility r_q\,lirementa of the indivtLdual ra410
services to further achieve the d••ired outcome of p~oviding the
highest priority of protection and acce•• to the applicant with the
greatest impact on general public welfare. The fOllowing is a lilt
of ~.oommended chang•• we ~eli.ve will enhance tho QOQ8olidation:

A. Local Government Radio Service: Modify eliiibility to include
government operated pW>lic school .ystems, h ghwaymaintenance
operationa, park district8, forestry con.ervation acciviti.s,
rescue organization.. cSi•••tar relief orsJan:L:r.ation8, beach patrols,
establishments in ilolated places. any oth.r state or local
governmental entity except fire protection and law en~orcement.

B. Police Radio SeZ'Vic:e: R.emove r ••t~ic::t:Lonll limit;ing 1,1.. at
frequencies to specifically state police entities.

C. Highway Maintenance Radio Service: ])elete in entirety and
t~an8fer spectrum ••••ts and l!csnsees to Local Gover.nmene Ra~1o

Service.

D. "oreltry Conservation R.adio S.rvice: Delete in Imtirety aneS
transfer spectrum a.sets and lic.n.... to Local Gov8r,ament Radio
Service.

I. Special IlDerg1lDay Radio Service: Delete in eDt:l.rety and
tran8fer spectrum assets and governmental applicants ~o the Local
Qover.nment Radio S.rv:l.c., ~ranefer all non-governmental applicant.



aDd -,pectrum, axoept communic.~i~. ItaDdb,y ••ciliti.. and
_~ncy Repair of Public Coamullicatlons 'aellit... to the
Bua1nee87Coaaercial Pool. Tranafer Itligibl.. UDder the two
exclu4ecS categor1e.to appropriat.. OIU apecerum.

1'. Power Radio S.rvice: R••erict .ligibility 1:0 entities
reaponsible for the production and distribution of electricity. anel
the prOCSUClt1on and distribution of gas, oil, water, or _team to the
public t.hrough pipeline only. '11U.. will tlXc1w1e eut1t1Plil which arc
only in the bu.buaaa of either pJ:'04uc:l.ng OJ:' t.J:'aft.poJ:'t.ins the
comodity. Tranater thOle excluded to the Businesi/Coamercial
Pool.

Q. PetJ:'ole\lft\ Ra4:1.o Service: Rest.r:l.ct .li9:1.~ility to prevent
those eligible in the in the above proposed Power R.dio Service
from allo meeting eligibility requirements of the Petroleum Ra4io
Service. Transfer remainder of the Patrolewn Radio SeI:'V1ce to the
Business/Commercial Pool.

In summary, what we propose is to prioritize spectrum access and
protection based upon the impact the applicant hae O~ furthering
the public goOd by pre.erving human lite and propertYt w1th those
entities- whigh protect t.he general public:: welfare tttom imminent
risk receiving the high••t J:)riority, those entities. which arQ
necessary for support of emergency activities and disaster
restoration receiv1ng the seeond priority, and those entities
typically engaged in activities of a non-emergency nature receiving
the broadest: eligibility and lowegt level of pJ:iority. We support
the UTe Three-Pool proposal but believe that individual eligibility
requirements within each radio service, rather tha~ the radio
sex:vice itself, should dete%1tline in Which pool the entit..y should be
included..

Very Truly Yours,

WaBhingtZf"r8dOn

Jt.nn.t~. Palumbo
Communiea~ion8Maintenance Supervisor

ee: Mr. %ra keltz
Privat.e Wirel... Di~i.ion

Wireless TeleCloamSu1cations Bureau
p.seral C~1c.ti.ons Commiesion
2025 M screec, N.W. Room 8010, Stop COde ~ooo-p

W.Shing1;OD, D.C. 20554

International TraD8or1pt Services
2100 M Street, R.W., SUite 140
washington, D.C. 20037


